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Sharon's Reflections: 
 

As I’ve traveled through the journey of life as a high school student, I’ve experienced many

special memories. When I first stepped into high school as a freshman, I enjoyed meeting new

friends and teachers. However, entering the JROTC class for the first time was a bit scary; I

didn’t know what I had gotten into. But my classmates made me feel welcomed and never judged

me. They treated me like a sister and told me how important family was to them. 

 

I discovered through academics that I need to be flexible as not everyone has the same learning

methods as I do; that I have to understand my strengths and my weaknesses, but also

recognize that with dedication, I can succeed. I have learned the value of hard work in achieving

my goals. But along this journey, I have learned that there will be times that things may not go as

desired—but opportunities are always there to improve the situation.

 

It’s been sad to observe how others have been impacted by the COVID-19. There’s been a loss

of jobs, people have been forced to stay home, the schools closed, we’ve missed our friends,

and we had to modify our lifestyles. For me, my greatest challenge was that I had to learn on my

own and stay on top of my classwork.  I am also a student at Catawba Hairstyling Academy,

and they closed during this time. I had to practice my newly-learned skills on my own—trying to

put everything into practice. 

 

The positive outcome from COVID-19 was that I got to spend more time with family and enjoy

more of the outside/nature. This time also allowed me to get closer to my God and realize that

everything happens for a reason, that something good will come out of this situation.

 

My future: I am enrolled at Catawba Hairstyling Academy and I would love to graduate from

hairstyling school and apply to "Touch of Precision School of Barbering."  I will need to pass the

State Board Exam and it would be wonderful to open my own hairsalon.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was offered many scholarship opportunities from Harvard University, Western Carolina,

Virginia Military Institute, and Lenoir-Rhyne University. I am thrilled to learn that I was awarded

this year’s “Daughters of the American Revolution Bronze Medal” for displaying outstanding 

leadership qualities, selfless service, and adherence to military discipline! 

 

I want to first thank everyone with the HHS administration for all support. Thanks to the HHS

student body for all the great moments and thanks to all my teachers since freshman year for

their dedication in teaching me. 

 

But most of all I want to give a huge shout-out to my JROTC instructor LTC Moose! Thanks to

him -- I am who I am. I have transformed from that small shy and quiet girl who was afraid to

step-up to a challenge - to a strong woman who is confident, committed, motivated, and ready

to face new challenges. LTC Moose has always been there for me when I most needed him: he

pushed me to do better in my grades, to strive for what I want in life and to work harder. LTC

Moose for me has been a wonderful teacher, friend, counselor, and most of all, he is like a

father to me because he has shown that he believes in me –that I can be successful in my life. 

I thank God that He put a teacher like LTC Moose in my path.

 

I’ve experienced a fuel of motivation in my life: God, family -- especially my mom with her

support and all her hard work in raising me to reach a wonderful outcome; my dad who has

been a great and wonderful father through the good and the bad, and he has pushed me to

never give up; and my little sister who is learning the value of hard work. And finally, my great-

grandmother, who resides in Mexico. She wanted to see that I graduated, becoming a

successful woman who is ready to step out in the world without a fear of failing. I honor her and

all those whom I love—as their support contributed to my success and accomplishments.


